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e et
grass for hiy 3k, had 10 boral
{FOW & palr of leathnr hoots
tect him fror anake bites, |
“In 1845, \he Greas Temperanc. !
1 |Movement which reach !

led s peak|
about 1840 had started ang rrrruch-‘

crs of all denominations were tell-

o pre

ar
Ving of the evils of lquor arinking. .
Al the old Wooden Me‘u.o'm.lF
Church at Warren’s Corners, in -
1825, @ evangelist preached on
this and kindreq subjects, Mr. war. g
Ten was converied and, as t- [
erwards stated ‘Baplised by the je:
[

Holy Spirit.’

“The legand prevails at the
i Corners that he dreamed th e
‘| Lord directed him to cease sell-
Ing liquor and begin preach- l
Ing the Gospel and the evils s
of intemperance, At any event,

the next moraing he rolled all ey
the barrels and kegs of liquor 1
out of the tavern and down '

g i S

the hill at the rear. With his { o
3 ] Pk 3 ax he broke them open and the | .
: v yard was flooded with whiskey, | |
iy 144‘YEAR-OLD HGMEWEARS YEARS GRAC[‘:FULLY brandy and brandied cherries. I ]
A busy tavern In the days of ‘the War of 1812 and visited regularly durlng tho stage ®each days, this | vae was the cusiom ju ihose : I
home has been litile changed during the Fears tiui have Tollawed. It stands at the corner of the Slone (days, domestic anlmals were not |
Roud and Lockport Camluwia Town Line af Warren's Corners. (US&J Photo) + | |eonlined by fences but ran atlarze

i(even In the village streels here
In Lockport). Each ‘animal had a

F GrmerTavern K@i@per Gave e o o ki i |

£ the hogs- around Warren's Corn-|'

ers were'to be found near the tav- i
i ] R § R R WO 4 ared ern looking for seraps of food. )
. J . e . ; ’ d : oy Pt L “When Ezra drained the liquor
; § me o @ arr E‘E S ‘barrels many of the neighbors’
: a, : u @rs hogs; were there and proceeded to
- : B A B x o ; eal ‘the cherries and lep up the
! mation. collected N - {liquor. Soon they began o wolb-
s |ble, lhen as they continued to im-
'bile, they lay down in- a stupor.
{Ezra had - to notify the neighbors
}to come- and gel their hogs with /
ymud boats,” b
["“Ezru Warren thereafter tra-
‘i eled Irom place to place: preach-
Ang the word of God ‘and the evils
wf lutemperance. He never beceme
‘an ordained minister, because he
frefused to be baptised, bul he un-
doubtedly had a tremendous in-
éﬂurencc in aiding the Temperznce
Movement. He  afterwards was
; called ‘Father Warren,” He died
in 1879 in the 90th' ycar of bis
| dite. - £ A
¥

Thig 15 one of a serles 'of articles ‘prepared from - infor
! ny Niagara County 'Historlan - Clar enco Q. Lewls, contrastlng the early
dhye of the aren with those of the brosent,

~ Wolves and snakes weére, added to' other hardships in the
carly days when a home, still standing on the’ southwest corner
“at the junction of the Stone Road and the Lockport Cambria
. Town Line at Warren's Corners was built ‘ !
4'he house, now pccupied by ‘Mr, - = ST r
[ an Mrs. Tloyd, Yousey, 5’."?“5 puilt] oF wol and Mrs. Tor often

? 3 related In aftei years what a ter-|
| about 1508 by John Forsyth. ‘County| yy¢. howling they made at night, .
Historidn Clarence 0. Lewls today| = “Thnelr nearest neighbor ‘to the
describes fts noigue’ history us fol- West was Joseph ‘Hewitt ‘at How-{
Lo > ! : | ell's Oreek where shortly after was
2 “Tn 1805, John Forsyth with his built, Howell's . Tavern, desoribed
Cwlte and'two children started from| last week,. - I i
i Mear Batavia, thelr destination be- T 1808 ‘the Ridge Road was
“lnig whal is now Warren’s Corners. Surve ? AU
7Y ok el B 2 yed and the prospects of the
Mirs. Torgyth 3”“_@‘”‘,"“11“‘110," Yunction of the wo roads becom:
ere on the oné ‘horse. they 170";‘ Ing an imporlant place, John For-
<. Au ox -§l“5‘.:499“t““‘1"5_' allirsyn built o frame tavern 'which
(AT e e e pere g Y : e v
i household possessions and ') [SHI"stands today’ with only 810w
i7 N ; allerations ‘over the yeads,. - 4
jood stock of food came Hext, fol- ;Beaver  dams had obstrugted) ¥ i g
lowed by a cow, some pigs and al (Ui novmal Tow of (he creeks tg EZRA WARREN Eomeone in the county: I have not
few sheep. John Torsylh walked) fthe lake and swamps were to'bal, e SR e sty ot been,able to lecate it as yet
ol 3 - 2 “The ners S thferealrery Deen. J
bebiiid to see that neither lis fam-] [found in,every direction, but mord ]:u]lg:l"p \::;;::'Ss g:méra{ Many) ! 'A small family’ cemetery ne/
Uiy ner the domesiie animals -.vzm-{ especially to the North and East, . . !
{

=

“Mrs. Warren had died in
1857, Sue was the mother of
12 :children, six'by:Ezra War-
ren. The -only one of their di-
;rect .descendants still living is
¢ Warren Tumber of Newfane.
. ‘The original ‘patent’ from the
4| Holland Lang Company to John
' Forsyth Is in the possession ol

Nk, XAk

£ & il 3 } far from the ‘house _ contajns t
dured tom ‘the Lewiston Trei1][ e tavern did a thriving' bus ﬁld']e::.:ﬁnziuggn;qﬂ::lx”0':,'051!:1:.‘\;1:3 graves of John Forsyth, Mr. and
which they. were following, : “Hness particularly “during -the  Wap 13Ve J‘h Forsyth was the firs ;drs. :Ezra Warren -and ;a genera-
sThey saw only three of four’ | |of 1812 and thereafter, with a slight, 51'::{:_. ﬁ\ 1:116 vjcyl'm'ty sl Mo or . two of their  descendants,

i g2ttiers on the whole trlp. dohn - Hinterruption afler the British, In, '5°‘,D‘1' ¢ ihgha gene”i flight of ; 3 'DeWllt " Cliton aand his™ fellow “
;. Just drove his stake in fhe land, ] [dlan Raid of De, 19, 1013, whicn 0 L o B et 1913, Mus, [ commissioner Who were, .in +1810,
'8 Wan customary sl that thme, | |drove practically all.the. settlers]|S¢ "] ent two of her children| 1ooking for the ‘most  péactical
I buiis o log cabin aud a | |oul of the weslern half of the coup- L'OVSYih -Stll i"s tavern, east of Ba-[ TOUte for thel canal, ‘dined at the
SMog shelier for {he animals, to {1y, Beginning in 1816, stage conches) © Ner bla 1-‘;mulr\ed with the other | tavern. * Mr. g}'m".n hecame. gov-
drotect ‘them  from e ole. ) made repular Gtops nt Ui Lavern, il twm't“&:e :nvurn trusiing that:the jgmor of New ¥ork §t_pt9 L
ments; hut wre especially to' J{The aperture. thiough which Lhe ‘“’?“‘_ “and T diu'm would not get] ] xl%—i@‘w‘~‘-“w‘~?~-'-?~‘=*'-"~-'-—-~«v T
v kvep the wolves and bears from 7 | mail wa#;pushed Is still to be seen,! Britlsh ?m ) ! 1:-{ Niagara - and ong the Rldge Rgad and Lock-
¢ Kliltng them, With wll these. - £J6hn: Forsylh was not destined)| 18t far from. FL. ample warp-| {Port-Qlcott . Road,.t where.. the
Thyeautings, . howeyer, ;wolves | [to” see his tavern. begone such an|| thet she would cll\avn‘ "l |{stages ran regularly.many: of the
‘Eill_;cﬂ_ alt:the sheep, Important place, Hé_ died oy June mf‘.ﬁf, t{}f‘],ﬁ’&‘:ﬂ.‘ie";, ‘Wwith Tistorian| ;‘:;g‘;fm‘"‘ﬁuf;‘,j‘;ﬁ?fﬁ;‘?";‘,ﬂ‘d -4

2 ::}m?;&(}f:ln:ﬁ:ghvb!zz tlot ‘:,::,let ﬁ& ‘181"2, Jut, l:cta:_e. the \\‘|€II slart- Orsamus. Turner ,n. 1848, ‘shte‘t:ne": {such now.: Others: M Lockport

¢ Was ealled Morebouse Cornel| . - *lara Warren, s sergoant in |9f Whe baxiships ‘wmm,' b:ica ahe| Which icatefed to the packet . boat
oW Haruland' Corners, Blayen|| " the Regular Army along the ||CONStantly i the ai;rtsef;mymg.“_ Imde’ ‘]m .ml.vncun@t Mei] glgo l‘;ml
5 oL Wilderness - wigs only anfl Nisgara Froutier, wits sintloneq || relited L.h‘.“'»@-’«)?-lml?gn. iteﬁ' balug ;?l?';on ;’5]‘”.“‘;;’9. 00 haye ‘been
m; L ersing it Iy Ve[| = with two sother ‘soldiersial ilisi] gﬁgﬁfeon‘;a Lstie“Teturded 01 Aftar ‘tl'nc‘ famous Lockport
Lt;f;rm;“;? Tha Swpmpa, fﬂ“}; el wateh f':’f,-“"‘-’““_'}“"ﬁ “fithe. cabin.and; rattltrt?pﬂk,}! House ‘on the corner of Exchange
: uhin s what s M “mtragglers,” e and >dhe coiled:, uj t'cbild, . whollStreet burned :in. 1841 the. hoiel
owu " of Wilson” was Ll Widow Forsyth foll {n love and, . \vué"‘:;.:‘-‘»leép'ﬂ fﬂld)"(}bﬂr- Shechatllwas moved (o Me Fxehange Block:
N i i, o illr-ném'ﬁ presence of mind 10-grablon Miket Steeel. . The  buildig

o~ a—

ponax and: gul off its head. Snakes|'
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dnesday, Oclo‘b?r 14, 19“)7

il ) ;
By CLAR_FNCE 0 LEWIS, ! Al summer military car. - P
 Niagard County' Historian _Penters had been buliding * | English approaching, he or. ¢
“This year-of 1964 Is fastl| ‘boats' in preparation fdor i dered the Vijjagg of Newark
drawing to a close:’ Ona . Ahls - Invasion. Forty ‘were - (oW Niagarg on the Lake) '
'Hundred “Fifty - years' ago, nchored at Four Mile Creek © -+ Durned, This was on pec,

the unpdpuler and inconclu-s  f,, " ' Harbor'and néarly am many * 113 1813 ‘when s and cold -
] more at Fort Schlosser byt P

“sive and for Niagara Coun. Y & ; ; ud
I gnly the 13 were at the ferry,. % Only two hours notice wag
[

—itywthe devastating War of | =

‘1812 was likewise in its last ; ‘that night and as the em- |
stages. A Treaty off Peace; .. . barkation was about to start ~ this cruel and Unnecesdary :
‘was. to be signed at Ghent,. "It was  discovéred ' that the.'; v.fact he abandoned the fort, °
'..:Belgium on Dec. 24, 1814, ., boats contained no oars., " On Dec, 19 the, English, .-
“The Niagara Frontier, was" - The. attack wag postponed «.. and their Indjan allieg cross- -
thie’ scene ‘of more suffering <%0 Oct. 13 but still only the - v €d the river at Fiye My -
during’' that war than any 13 boats were there. Not:,¢ 4 ‘Mendows. captured Fort Nj.
.other section of the country. : - more than' 800 soldiers were, h ﬂgﬂl‘! and looted and burn.
Mare ‘soldiers were ‘assem-: able to cross. "When: Gen, /' red all buildings along . the.
‘bled 'end” more  battles| .. 'Van Renssalaer realized Te-- s ,g"erk to the Tonawanda _
fought “along “the Niagara [ alized his troops must haye | ",1::5 th Am;h" party pur-
Riyer than anywhere else on “ % ’large’ reinforcements, he B ORI'E ugees along the .-
the:Canadian: boundary. »/, sent a messenger to Niag. . 3 bunﬁj.}a ‘1::- lInm”ng and -
ZiWhen war was declared on * ara Falls with an order for, . e K 8‘ it ouses  and
‘Jurie:48, 1812, ‘the military more boats, By the time gl

s , el they were half way to Lew-
‘commanders on’ our frontier A Bt .
raceived’ no! notice "thereof : :lgtnn :1?1 _; e_bwas 0"‘5}!'- oy Road. 1640
il Time 3. wheteas the ble 1t would have boen of | |4 A FEW DAYS,
Britishwers potified on the o help beomise tha 3 5ar8l |1 ‘company.of Engli
4.70r ‘the 27/ they attacked oz helpbecause “the;: 2,500 ; ot Engli

and captured an American é

i

B 30~

Militia' ‘after 'seeing *boat )| Kiifrom EoptN T8 progeedms’
* loads:of wounded and dying | |- €d ziong the Lake Road,

ssel near. Buffalo to the s 3| i .- looti : 3
s s i M e men.came back to Lewiston, | | looting and burning the set. ,
Amazement of th e‘: sold1’?1.js © lost all ‘their. battle ardor . tlers homes: Their chief ob- |
" stationed: there.’ i V'and. refused to leave the, ] |:'jective, however, was Van

i Horn's Grist Mill on the ‘18 ]
Mile Creek at what ig Towi’)
7%, Burt. This mill had been sup~“|
' plying ‘flour to the Amer-;
cAn troops on the frontier.

-"+Another 'strange event- of ‘
- this unusual War. occurred '
when, Sir - George f‘zrevost
* early’'in " August ‘1813, sug &
g'ested'ito# Gen. Dearborn,

' the.. American " Comimander
» that inasmuch as the Eng- .’
-:lish Parliament had rescind-

U.S. for foreign soil. With /
not- over 10 boats left avail- '}
. gble and: the" battle about
won by the English they per- b
; ; by duly criti- :

Do baye een un‘.uy e j i’ In most cases the settlers '

cized, . !
- A SITUATION - probably. ‘4 ad little advance motice of
néver before paralleled de- = J: the raid and thus were able

“ed'the orders™ to' search . ‘. veloped'in 1814 along our; | t0 carry with them only a |
American vessels-for Brit< .. - frontier.” The English occu- i‘ [ Yery few of their waludbles,
ish " sailors ‘that an armis- "4 fied Fort Niagara and the} In gome tases they placed -
tice. be, ordered, This re-'] . greater part of the Niag.|| |* table silver, etc. in bags and

22 " Frontier .from- | |/ dropped them in their wells '
»,%’;ec. C]gunltg_n l:'.:?ﬂl‘eth! u_:nlg I or hidithem in the surround-
of the “;M s SimE i* k" ing woods. Practically every
Y : ; g I one of the inhabitants fled

‘scinding -of i the humiliating '
_ order could have ended ‘the..
‘war because the impress- !
ment :of sailors from Amer-';
:Jean ships “was ‘the most .
‘important reason given. for !,
‘the, declaration .of .war. '
~-However’: Pres., Madison,;,
and| his advisers with' the
"expectation of annexing Can-

ada;to the:U.S. did not wish,
to end the war at that time.";
Thus {Gen.-Déarborn was_
- ordered.to end the armistice;

. eastward,' - .\ o
2" Some idea of this precipi-.
1/tous flight may be: gained
. from thewords of a peti- ¢
..tion sent to Albany by a com- s
mittee set up in Canandai:
gua for the “Relief and safe ?
of the refugees.” !
“Qur roads are filled with-
people many of whom have. -
‘been reduced from a state of

. competency and good pros- .
i pects to the last degree of
waht and sorrow. The fugi-
tives from. Niagara County
especlally - dispersed
yvunder -circumstances of ‘'so
¥ much, terror:that in some ',
...cases families are.separat-

;. ed. Niagara jand part of 3
ir.Genesee ‘which. lies west, of 1
. 'Batavia are completely de- k
! " populated.. All ‘the setfle-!

eévacuated it on' Dec. 13, 1813
- because of too'small a garv

i

[}

cided his garrison in Fort [,‘%
George was tho small-to de- ¥
d it from'a iang force.of

TR s ) e

y ‘a‘.flor(f:e‘ of five.
“himidted'reghlars ‘ang Vi
2300 nSEmbled,
ewiston <~ The ~militlaci
; =] ; ¥

b ? % i
et the commatders el iy
' whfter his defeat at the Bat-
tlesofQueenston;’ he téslgns :
&d thig comwand. ‘The.resy
soney, for his., defea} jwere '

lmost unbelievable, During;”

¢
i

Iston , 9. .convey. about .
0. mén across the river

. ments In 5

try 40 mjl

section of coun. |
®S square ang .|

which contained more than §
n i
12,000 soulls’ are effectually —:

broken up,

constructed

with a capac i
at Hardscrabblz 4

+ for 1,500 t0 2,000 soldiers was ¢
* & short distance east of the <

Present Dickersonville Road.

- lcan Milita,
;' Niagara River,

. For the greater part of 1814
. that was thd nearest Amer- :
ry Camp to the

LA VR 1

On July'7, 1814 the Eng. .

- lish and Indians burned thy
- Hardscrabble barracks, The

details of this and the exact 5

6pot where

these barracks 1

were -located seem to be's

nowhere

‘have - been

place thera
ing.

available. ' The ,,

¢ - Hardscrabble Barracks must - -

rebuilt becauss.' !

We read “of ‘events iteking .\

after the burn. -
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‘ Inasmuch as this year-of
2o .+ 11964 is the Sesqui-centenhial -’
. .annjversary of the last year !
i of, the ‘War of 1812-it might
B be fan appropriate time to
£07 look backand visualize the -
i " general ' appearance of Ni-
L, U " agara County at that time. |
¢ and consider briefly the pi-, |
" onegr settlers'in those war
 years who were-so tragically |
i driven from;their homes by’
the English and thelr Indi-.;
. an allles ket 5
Niagara County: had been
creuted »by--an+ act "of"the..
+ Legislature: March: 11, 1808.'
"Thiy area had been a part ofﬁ
- I-Genesee.. County .from 1802
- {+to 1808 and it n{cludéd what |
Lis now Erie, Conty. Buffalo;
wag the’ ;!Qunty - seat, from [}
,:1808" 10" 1821 - when . EI‘IEA
County was treated. The N.
agara-Countyiseat was, then 'i
by the reorganization’ Act of 3!
: ‘the Legislature; »tempounly o
" located at' Lewiston, ”
LOOKING BACK to' 1810 s
when _the” first census of Ni~ |
. agara County was taken, we
lea thﬂt the populahon of .-,
thefarea ‘between” Lake On- -
" tario and the'. Cattaraugus. .
_Creek (the Niagara County
of that date) was. 4,562. It is
mterestmg o nofe. that eight.
- of "them' were slaves. The
“ Town “of Cambria which
- ‘then wmprehended all of
Nlagarp Cuunty north of the'}
 Tonawanda ~ ‘Creek ~or:
, prepent ;area Had 248 fami-*
lies: or: approximately 1450 -
people[ “the, most of whom i
< lived in‘log cabins,’ !
There were only three ac- l\
" ¢es§ routes’to and'through
the county. The ]east _stren- ;..
uous . route was by boats !
along ' the suuth ‘«,shore of
.. Lake Ontario, Magy of our
early settlers along’ the lake
“ffrom;bo

Those - commg " by
fromthe west  were families
who' had’ previously ' invest,
ed'iin ‘the ' cheaper- Iand InA
Canada, 2. when:i,
rumors 7, of - became

“war! '
; omanUs and it wag learned
that”' they: “would . have . to

swear  allegiance to~ the
King of England they moved
by boat!to’ lands purchased, |
. from the Holland Land Comi-"
Y ng.the Ontario. laka‘
lh%;g“éiﬁd nty. b
i valleling
fﬂl‘m{lakelshore had been con-
tructed;. f; mg% iagara’
) 4 ighteen
lls c{{l:‘:nd south toh‘Van
LISt ‘Mlll at what is -

Prom it

the ‘fort “ﬁv
The iret na efs route !
into ‘central ngara. tounty i

irom. ‘ther:aabt asvthe “*Nis+
q designated .
mMaps, We now call it
JthefLewlston'Road i Cheatnut b
Ridge;'.Cbld i Springs: Road, -
OldiN garaRoad and Stone |
< Roaditol/ Warfen's'! Corners -
»vand, Ridge:Road: to" Lewis- _

ol

i

"This route, first an Indian °
trail, was improved by the

(Holland Land Co. shortly af- »

K agﬂra County, On both sides

| trail

. .er westward to the Nlagara

" last half of the seventeenth !
. century were the first white
 men- to, traverse this road.

. French in 1759 and the oc-

ter 1800, so that settlers in ¢
their oxcarts: could reach
: the central portions of Ni..}

"oft this ‘road’ as late as the
war years 1812-1814 lay most-*
. of the cleared land. Te the .

. north and to the south were

vast areas of forest.

This road had been for
countless centuries an Indian
stretching from the
Hudson River at the con-
fluence of the Mohawk Riv-

- The' French 'priests ‘in ‘the,’

After the ' defeat’ of "the]

- cupation: * of ' the '~ Njagara
* Frontier by the English, this’;
;. Indian ' tail, "later the ng-‘
“ ara Road, was the only di-'
. rect land route between the
Niagara Frontieriand the
- English colonies in the east--
‘ern part of the state. g
WHEN THE REVULU- ‘“1
TIONARY WAR - began_the
| whole ‘Mohawk Indian’ Na-'
".tion, allies - of " the: Enghsh J
were cpmpelled . ‘to™ ‘leave ¥
‘their,ancestral abode in the
Mohexlk Valley. ‘They mi-.:
‘grated by- this Indian Trail:
‘to' the Niagara Frontier’
'which was occupned by I:he
Engllsh

Strangely enough,
. carried with them a Iarge—
" church bell and & silver com-:
munion set presented to
U them by ' Queen - Anne Ui
.. England during her reign.
* " They: built ‘their new: log
i cabin homes ‘along ' both
*:"sides of the present Ridgé -
_'Road: from where today the’
“'R. W. and O Railroad tncks‘
cross the Ridge westward to
" what ‘was then; called - the
*“East Landing” now the vil-:
lage 'of 'Lewiston. T heir
# chief, Joseph Brant,  built
" his cabin near!a spring at;
.the " base of the escarpment’

2" ner of Hillside' Drive: and thq
"‘Creek Road. -

There is a perpetyal rlght-
+ of - way two feet wide to"
#'% that spring and a tnangular
V. reserved area around thi's’
‘Brant's Srping.’! A small
“stream still rups from: this

rive, ;
o Not rldr” from hls cabin, '/
i Chief Joseph Brant built' a-

vy just as freely in the whlskey

spring down to! qullldb iy

"FREQUENTLYTHE
CHAPLAIN from Fort Niag--

, ara occupied the pulpit. De. .} ‘'

% spite this apparent religious
_ fervor " of the Mohawks,
" Chief J6seph Brant and his
. ‘warriors together with Buts i
ler's/Rangers, most of whom-
¢, were , Tories made frequent
* ‘raids' on the border settle- ,-,
- ments in the east, looting .-
nnd burning, g
- Settlers who were unable ;
to travel were ' killed and
S scalped Six to eight dollars
. were paid by ‘the English at -} -
k. Fort " Niagara. *for ;- scalps.
. The ‘young" men-and ‘wom:
were brought as captives to
.the Fort. Before the Indians .
! itransferred them &6 'the;’
;l- English they ‘were compell-.
{%'ed to “run the gauntlet.””:’
+Along” this' same ftrail in
©1777-18 thousands -~ of - Tories
4 were forced to leave their
E ‘homes in the colonies and -
seek “the ' protection of t,hev
+ English 'on, our frontier.
In that ‘winter it is related
< that'} campfuges .alpng .-

&

b

‘ually 507 'the”
{" would find ‘the’ fu-e burning’
-, 'or at least-live emherg for
. a new fire.

" In 1812 after war had been -

- declared a party of soldiers .|
' from Batavia en route to the
 Niagara Frontier stopped at. }_
" Cold Spring for a short rest.
It was an unusually hot day. ! iy
. and they mdulged freely in @
* the cold spring water and .

'sold there at’ the: Chulesj :
. Wilbur tayern. °*
Twelve Uf them died rath- "
" er suddenly from: .causes
- mever definitely. determined.
| They were buried on the hill
to the right of the main gate |
b to the present -| Cold Spring :
't Cemetery., = i

:
i

4-neayr- what' is now the cor- l
9

1

!

!

%' Jog chitrch wherein was used 1

. Queen Anne's ‘'silver ‘com-7i
‘?numon set of the Church of
England. The bell was hung
on a horizontal pole between,
‘two- crotthes of an old, ap-
“ple, tree. A hardwood clap‘:
' per, wieldéd by "hand calle

b

Sundavys.

1
.-'the" Mohawks to serv.ce on: i

: secretary: of war, wanted to

. soldiers were to be seen in :

[o/

D
3
™
N )

THE SECOND ACCESS
to central Niagara Céunty
was the Ridge Road; for-
merly an Indian trail
- from the east to about where
the Checkered Tavern Road
.is now located, then branch-
ing off to thé southwest join- .-
ed the Niatara Trail near
Cold Spring. The reason for
this changing from the Ridge
was because the area be-
tween what is now Wrights
Corners and Warrens Cor-
ners was a great swamp

- and practically impassable g

-except when frozen over.

rWhen in the' early war
years - General:, . Dearborn,

transfer “cannon “ifrom the '
*Gaines ‘Arsenal -to. our fron-
tier, he had & "log cause- '’
‘way” ' or corduroy road
.built through‘ this swamp,

- The next spring many of
‘the logs washed away, By -,
1816, ‘however, a permanent
road sufficiently passable for -
.stage coaches was, built.

The “greatest tragedy to

take place on this road was L‘
on' Dec. 19, 1813 when hun-

" dreds ofi frightened fugitives

= from the English and Indian

“raid on the antler were

ifleeing eastward.

By 1814 the last year of
ithe war, Niagara County i
w;;-nearly depopulated uE
‘ its pioneer settlers. Only

nny numbers,’ and these -
.were largely- concéntrated
in barracks at Hardscmbble
where nqw is Dickersonville,

sl

Epartment of the |
ervice nterior

Ster of Historic Place:
s
Sheet

Bl -
ranson Tavern ™ LeRoy F ennysen

The Holl, {
g .\m;x.snd Land C ompany ” Vg,
arly Settlement Warrens Corners ™

fariment of Public Records and Ay

BBl and Testament July 1812
et Corners came close to being the

813 Invasion By British, Indians

tFalls Gazerte 1953 %

ounty Historian [_ists 24 Houses W
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Indlans Paid By British

“To Return Cows, Horses

By "CLARENCE O. LEWIS = Frontier and the British a

Since’ my - article of Dec. | large part of the American
97. on - the Military Camp ! Frontier bgcame more - as-
at: Hardscrabble  (Dicker- tonishing.

ersonvﬂle) during the War of
1812, “several ' references to | Soldier, .a member of our
this camp found i Canadian | Frontier forces defected to
nistories of the war have.
been’ ‘called to my attention
by-I. Richard Reed, a Nlag. !
ara Falls historian.

the only sites on the Ameri-
can side of the Niagara Riv-

One of those references is -
a military report dated JuIy
7,71814 from en Enghsh offi-
cer tn his: superior: He '

states, +F> have the honor to _‘

acquaint your excellency that .
about 150 Western = Indians
end’ about " the same’ number
of our soldiers under Capt.
Caldwell and "Elliott crossed
over-the river last week at
Niagara (on the Lake) for

the purpose of ascertaining in -
which  direction the enemy
(Americans) ‘went he ‘broke ;
up:: fmmthButfalu and on this /|~

rned. the bar-

fivetor six miles

igfiracks were
capable - of  accomodating
from 1,500 to 2,000 men.
\They:+ .Ietume_d - without - |

committing the *smallest act
of persona.l violence - to any"
\iqdlvxdual but “-the * Indians

confiscated some horses, cat- i
tle;~hogs ‘and -sheep and pri- ..
vate~property. 1 thought. it -

proper to induce “them to

Jeaye these behind which they
did with great reluctance and ‘!
digsatisfaction and-in remun-.: .
eration- for this . forbearance ;|
I .have. deemed it "advisable I

er were as follows:
“The troops on that line
" totaled ‘7,000 men, the 25th
' Regiment of 500 men, sta-
tioned at Hardscrabble, 100

-men at Black Rock, and 6,-.
400 men at Eleven Mile Creek,

 (Ellicott Creek, iabout a mile
L south of Williamsville),

\

the English station 'at York |
(Toronto). He' reported that °

In Aprll 1814 gn Amerlcan '

[ “On_the "Ridge Road at
Hardscrabble there is an ar-

ited by the ‘militia who were

. all dismissed on the 1ith of-

- April 1814. There is also there
a quantity of ammunition and
four wagon loads of entrench-

'-‘pieces.
i “There is a depot of pro-
".visions on the Ridge Road at
the Widow Forsythe's (War-

of all of which there is a
large supply. There is a road

leading from the mouth of

side. The distance is 10 miles
“but the road is very bad. He
thinks there i§ 4t least 2,000
‘barrels of prov1smns at this
 depot.” :

to give ' directions ’that = $30 -} ~.¢ er puzzling to us and presents
should be paid the Indians for .. gnother challenge.

the: horses andl $20 each for i

the ‘cattle.” " .
This was an unusual kind-'

IT WAS IN THE FALL of
1814 after the burning of the

18-Mile Creek on the west

Hardscrabble ~ barracks . that
|
ness to the few settlers along- | ' " "o Enolish Indians

the” ridge who had returned | ‘oo hed out on his own after

after the raid .of Dec. 19,
1813 and rebuilt their homes.

""AT THE DATE of this re- -
port July 7, 1814,-practically .

all of Niagara County Fron-

tier’ ‘'was” dominated by the .
‘English," These ' barracks at f
Hardscrabble as per'my ar-. |
27 were ens i°

ticle of ~Dec.

some “firewater.,”” He went

_into the tavern of Spatrow

Sage who with his wife had
just returned and set up bus-

" iness again. Mr. Sage was

some - distance away cutting
wood i .
* A young womad friend and

larged aid reinforced by | ore, Se8° hete e e

troops from Batavia in Jan.
1814 and here was the only i
#pot; within’ Niagara County's '
present ‘boundaries in posses- 1'
sion' of American troops. :
“ Apparently- they “were ‘driv- | .
eniout in July 1814 and the
strange paradox I mentioned e
in.the lgst; ;nrgicle. thab of .the
Ameticans % controlling™ " a
large ‘part “of, the Canadian

for a drink but Mrs. Sage,
knowing the effects of liquor
on the Indians, refused. He
thereupon helped himself to
liquor and under its influence
‘grabbed Mrs. Sage and or-
dering the young woman

* the north,

" ing tools, There are no field

.ren's Corners). It consists of -
beef, pork, whiskey and flour '}

“senal, a log building contains ;.
"ing 500 stands of arms depos- :

. area,
- men of the neighborhood. ,

| ‘the War Department, In the |
* spring if we have not located 7
it  by. that' time Mr. Haven

. ly approaching quite closely,

terrific' blow with his ‘axe.

. and they returned safely to !
' the tavern. After that until

. -the War was over he never

. was far away from the tav-

.8 weapon he followed the ',
.. tracks of the Indian and Mrs.

.was the site of this Hard-
i. scrabble Camp we have not i
- yet ascertained, Harry Haven

will dig test holes at erly \
spots on all four corners. In
the meantime he 1s checking
" the abstracts of title on the
other three cornmers.

From the more elevate% lay
Sage i ! .'" of the land on the southeast
R it corner he thinks that the ¥
' barracks might have been i
there but has no proof as yet.
The Methodist® Church now
occupies that corner.

During the past week our of-
fice has been fortunate in se-:

« curing through the help of

! the County Clerk’s office, cop~
: ies of the Holland Land Com-

* pany maps showing the names’

and 'locations of the first set-

tlers who purchased land
from the Holland Land Co.
'+ The Lewiston map shows that
the first owner of the Hard-
scrabble lot where Mr. Moss
now lives was Aaron Childs
and the next one west was
~ Col. Alexander Dickerson; la-
' ter Col. Dickerson bought the
corner. lot of Mr. Childs,
The southwest corner which

The ‘young woman " finally |.
- escaped and hurried back to
where Mr, Sage was chopping
wood, With only his axe as

before the Indian heard him, |
Mr, Sage dealt the Indian a

Thus he ‘rescued his wife

ern.
Which of the four corners
at the present Dickersonville

of Lewiston in contacting the
residents of the Hardscrabble
particularly  elderly -

7

Richard Reed of Niagara: .
Falls' and myself are search-
ing for documentary evidence.
MR. MOSS, who owns the |
land near: where " Alexander ! -
Dickerson's tavern was lo--.:’ unspited for a military camp,
cated, * has found several |
American coins dated 181z | Land Co. maps, appears to be
but nothing else of signifis i-a possibility, after all. It is
cance, His abstract of title : in Range 8 Township 14 and

ho transfer of land to , &nd’ Lot 61, and is adjacent
T i to the northeast corner of the

‘ tion. This part of the reserva-

This last statement is rath-

-

i ern alone. The Indian asked -

‘companion to follow, started .
through a ravine® leading tn :

—.. tion was purchased from the
2. Holland Land Co. in 1804 for’
the Indians by Henry Dear-
born, Secretary of War with .
the money -from the lease or
sale of their North Carolina
lands. This lot 61 as late as
- 1851 is shown on the map as
vacant, More research may
locate the Military Camp on
\ that lot. |

' we thought might have been .

1

now in view of the Holland |

Tuscarora Indian Reserva- °

e i
ey vl
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By CLARENCE 0. LEWIS
At the end of last weeks

tour we were at Warrens Cor-

ners in front of the tavern
built by John' Forsythe in
1810, according to family tra-
dition.” It' had ' the reputa-
tion of being the finest tavern
along the Ridge Road and na-
turally was well patronized.
When the War of 1812 be-

gan three soldiers from the .
Frontier-- forces- wer e stas «

tioned at the Forsyths Tavern
to watch for deserters and
stragglers and see that the *
many companies of militia on
their way to the Frontier did
not become too boisterous in
or around the tavern. One: of

~ drinking liquor

Popular and greatly respect-
ed in most cases. Y =
About this - year of 1825,
however, there ‘was started
more or lesg simultaneously
all over the east a great tem-
perence . movement. One
night in 1825 a Temperance
le:cturer came to the Metho-
dist Church at’ Warrens Cor-
-ners. He dwelt on the evils re-
sulting  from
and even
Wwent so far as to paint a ver-
bal _picture of tavernkeepers
sizzling in the lower regions.
All_this made a deep im-
pression on Ezra: Warren.
During the night he dreamed

alarmed and then he realized
the hogs were drunk, to use
the vernacular of later days,

~ they were “dead drunk.”

the habit of

Whether or not he rea-

lized that here before his very ,

eyes was & concrete example
of the evils of drinking liquor
we are not informed. Howev-
er he did realize that he had

+

a problem on his hands. In -

those days every owner of
~domestic animals that were
“free commanders” had to
have one ear of each animal
perforated or slit with his
own ‘“‘earmark.” These were
of many different shapes and
were registered with the Town

/

€9

—_—
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A plank  road from Loc'k-"
Clerk in what was designated ' port, operated‘by the “Lock- |
“The Book of Strays.” . port and Warrens Corners

i t}.lat the Lord appeared before
“him and commanded him to
cease selling liquor and to

-these soldiers was Sgt. Ezra:
Warren. o

|
|
i

e BE ~ R

T

lavern Keeper.

Early

erance

PreachedOnTemp

L

4

On June 2, 1812, John For-
sythe died but his widow con-
tinued to operate the tavern.
On Dec. 19, 1813 when nearly

all the settlers fled from the

county Mrs. Forsythe refused

to leave the tavern. As it '

happened the raiding party

" did not get that far. The rec-
- ords of that period do not so

state but presumably Sgt.

. Warren and his two compan-

ions remained also. The Sar-
geant had already fallen in
love with the widow Forsythe
and became fond of her three

{-children so it is.very unlikely
" 'he deserted her. After. the =

war was over and he was

discharged he - married the:"

widow and took over the man-
.agement of the tavern.

BEGINNING IN 1816 the
stage coaches stopped there
and one day a young man
alighted from the stage and

told Ezra Warren he had no -

more money and therefore
could go no further on the

stage. Mr. Warren employed -

him for a month or more and
then he went on to Lewiston
where he  taught school,
served as tax collector and
by 1825 was so well known
and so popular that he was
elected sheriff of Niagara
County. His name was El
Bruce and the story of the re-
maining seven years of his

short life is a sad one, and ’

too long to relate here, al-
though 1 may say it was of
national significance.

We are more concerned
with Ezra Warren at present.
Like most taverns: Ezra kept’

quors on hand. The many bar-
rels of whiskey and - brandy
were stored in his basement
which due to the slope of the

* land opened on the rear into

a-sort of low ' swale. Ezra's .

conscience had never bother-
ed in the least about selling

‘. liquor. Tavern keepe‘rs_wef-v

® ‘s = - R

a large stock of wine and li- i

begin preaching the gospel

and the evils of imtemper-

ance. Bright and early - the

next morning Ezra went to

the basement with axe in

hand: Opening the basement

door he rolled barrel after

barrel of whiskey and cherry

- brandy out into the gully.
When the very last barrel

was out he began knocking

-in the heads of the barrels
and soon there were great

. pools of whiskey and cherry
. brandy with the cherries float-
ing around 'in it :

¥ - & ®

. served here to the weary tra-
velers who arrived by stage-
coach, on horseback or whole
families-in-a' covered “wagon,

\ The scraps of food from the
table were thrown out the
rear kitchen window into the

- swale. The only garbage col- -

lectors in those days were
hogs which by law were at
that time “Free commoners"

.which “meant they were al- "’
+ lowed to run at large.

. “Naturally all hogs anywhere
near Warrens Corners came
to the rear of Ezra Warren's
Tavern for the tidbits tossed
' out the windows. On this par-

“ NOW LIKE ALL TAVERNS '
. along the Ridge, meals were *

‘they chided Ezra for not in- |

Ezra recognized the ear-
marks” of the drunken hogs
and since they showed no
signs of “sobering up” he |
sent a messenger around to |
the different owners to tell
them to come with mud boats |
and oxen or horses and pick -
up their hogs. No doubt if the |
pools of brandy and whiskey
had not soaked
ground some of the owners of
the hogs would have followed
their example. . :

At any rate T have no doubt |

into the |

viting them to help dispose of J

the liquor. Ezra Warren ther-
after sold no more liquor and
spent much of his time travel-
ing from place to place lectur-
ing on the evils of imtemper- '
ance. i d
> L

. THIS IS A TRUE STORY '
handed down from generation
to generation in the Warren
family, and first told to me *
in 1952 by a grandson. It was
published in the Union Sun
and Journal Aug. 11, 1852 un-

. 'der my name and 1 was

ticular morning when Ezra °

his liquor the usual num]ser
of hogs were on hand. At first
they sniffed the brandy, then
ate the cherries. A real treat

' this time they must’ have .

thought. Next they began to
drink the brandy and whiskey
from the pools. At first Ezra

»- paid no attention ' to them. .
“ Soon however they began to ™

wobble from side to side and
Ezra wondered at first if they
were sick. ’

After the
still, more of the liquor they
begén one by one to drop
i .gver on their sides

hogs had imbibed *

* 'was obeying the command of .’
the Lord and spilling out all

- Roads is
.-of the hymns. "
“ | * lor, wag the first school teach-

‘-@r.
and stay ' ! .

there. At first Ezra was quite

amazed a week later when I ~
was informed by the Union-
Sun staff that the Associated
Press had published a con-

., densed version of the story
. all over the country.

i At Warrens Corners is the
.old school house where the
Seven Sutherland Sisters and
their brother, Charles, attend-
ed. Here also on the angle be-
tween the Stone and Ridge
the Methodist
_Church where each Sunday

" they thrilled the congregation *

with their beautiful rendition

The very first school in the |
Town of “Lockport was a |
frame building 18 x 24 in size
built in 1814 on land donated <&
by Ezra Warren, Amanda
Rice, later ‘Mrs. Joash Tay-

| Plank Road Co.” from
to 1902, traversed the present |

Stone Road from the foot .of
Rattlesnake Hill. Many times
1 drove through the toll gate
at that point. In our files is a
picture of this toll gate taken
around 1800.

Before leaving. Warrens
Corners some of us might
wish to pull off the Ridge onto

{ the short piece of road run- |
ning in front of the old tav- 4
ern, now the attractive home !

of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd You-
sey Near the barn and west
of the Rouse a short distance,
is the old Forsythe, Warren
burying grounds, .where John
Forsythe with his six children
and Ezra Warren among his
six and Mrs. Mary Ganson

_ Forsythe Warren, mother  of

the 12 - children - all sleep .
peacefully in. this secluded .
family plot.

o,
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1813 Invasion By British, Indians
Caused” Agonizing Hardships

On Niagara Frontier

By CLARENCE 0. LEWIS
Niagara County Historian

After the' Revolution-
ary War ended land specu-
lators turned their eyes to-
ward western New York.
Immediately Massachusetts

and New York, both of
which states held Royal
Colonial Grants extend-

ing indefinitely westward,

entered into litigation to de-

termine, which state owned
it.

In 1786 Massachusetts was
given the right to sell the
land subject to the Indians’
title which was recognized
as the first claim of owner-
ship. New York was allot-
ted the Sovereignty and a
“Mile Reserve” along the
Niagara River,

Robert Morris eventually
purchased three and one-
half  million acres from
Massachusetts: at one and
one-half shillings per acre.
Morris bought other lands,
but this is the land in West-
ern New York that he sold
to the Holland Land Com-
pany in which we are in-
terested.

This Holland Land Co.

. was composed of nine cap-

italists in Amsterdam, Hol-

land, who were looking for
profitable investments in
this new United States of

America.

THEY SENT AN AGENT
across the Atlantic to re-
port on land investments.
He recommended west-
ern New York land.

Robert Morris having par-
tially financed the Revolu-
tion was badly in need of
money. The two parties soon
came to terms and the Hol-
land Land Co. through ag-
ents purchased from Rob-

. ert Morris three and one-
half million acres west of
the Genesee River.

He agreed to extinguish
the Indian Title which he
succeeded in doing at a
great Treaty meeting at Big
Tree near Geneseo in Sep-
tember 1797.

The Holland Land Co.

appointed Joseph Ellicott to
supervise the survey of this
vast tract into Ranges,
Townships and lots. By 1880
they were ready to start
selling land and so advertis-
ed.

At the same times they
were improving the Lewis-
ton Trail so that’prospective
settlers could get through
with their covered ox-drawn
wagons.

The experience of John
and Mary Forsyth in 1807
is typical of many others,
They started from near Le-
Roy in a covered wagon
drawn by oxen. Mary guid-
ed the oxen. The family
cow was tied to the rear of
the wagon. A small coop
with half a dozen chickens

was fastened to one side of
the wagon, a plough on the
other side. Behind the cow
were three -or four sheep
and about the same number
of hogs.

John Forsyth followed on
horseback. Progress was
very slow.

It took the Forsyths five
or six days to make the tip
to Warren's Corners. Tree
stumps in the road had to
be dodged or straddled by
the high wheels and axles
of the wagon,

IN 1813 THE AMERICAN
FORCES had captured Fort
George in Canada and Capt.
McClure was left in com-
mand. Later learning that
the English were about to
try to recapture the Fort,
he decided to withdraw the
Garrison to Fort Niagara.

Before leaving on Dec. 13,
1813 he caused the approxi-
mately 100 houses in the
village of Newark to be bur-
ned. He had given the in.
habitants only a two-hour
notice. There was nearly a
foot of snow on the ground
and even the Americans
were angry at this cruel act,
The English retaliated on
Dec. 19 when they sent a
force of 500 soldiers and In.
dians across the River at
Five Mille -‘Meadows.

This force divided there,
half going down to Fort Nia.
gara, where they had little
difficulty in capturing it. As
soon as a cannon was fired

" to signal its capture the re-

mainder of the force at Five
Mile Meadows started for
Lewiston arriving there just

" before daybreak. The alarm

had been given the inhabit-
ants a scant half hour be-
fort the raiders arrived and
most of them had fled east-
ward along the Lewiston
Trail.

Settlers along the Trail
joined the Lewiston fugitiv-
es. When the pursuing In-
dians reached the Tuscar-
ora Reservation the inhab-
itants, after a short resis-
tance, joined the other fugi-
tives fleeing eastward. The
few men on horseback has.

tened ahead on the Lewiston
Trail to warn other settlers
of the approaching English
and Indians,

EVERY HOME between
Lewiston and Warren' Cor-.
ners on or near‘the Lewis-
ton Trail (Ridge Road) was
deserted by the families
and as far as Church Street,
T:ey were looted and burn.
ed. 1

Settlers on the Lake Road
ar_ui up the east bank of the
Eighteen Mile Creek to Van
Horn’s Mill suffered the
same fate so that the west
half of Niagara Co. was al.
most depopulated,

English and

However, the raiders nev-
er got beyond Church street
on the Lewiston Trail nor
beyond Kempville (Olcott)
on the Lake Road. A few in-
habitants of Lewiston who
had lingered too long after
the alarm and resisted cap-
ture were killed and scalped
by the Indians.

THE FRONTIER FUGI-
TIVES had such short no-
tice of the attack of the
Indians that
they had left most of their
possessions behind. In some
cases the women tied their
silver and other small treas-
ures in bags and dropped
them in the well or hid
them in the nearby under-
brush.

The best account of this
tragedy was written by Or-
samus Turner, historian and
editor of Lockport’s first
newspaper.

His account follows:
“There was little warning,
the Indians preceding the
English soldiers swarmed
out of the woods and com-
menced an indescriminate
shooting down of the flee-
ing citizens plundering and
burning their log homes.
Six or seven men and bovys
were killed and scalped.”

On that day of Dec. 19,
1813, the Ridge Road sec-
tion of the Lewiston Trail
presented some of the
harshest features of war
and invasion. The inhabi-
tants on the Frontier were
retreating  eastward, the

__Tuscarora Indians having a

prominent position in the
fight. There was a small
arsenal west of Howell's
Creek where a few of the
Tuscaroras and settlers
stopped and drove the in-
vaders back.

At Forsythe Corners they
stopped long enough to de-
cide whether to take the
Ridge Road to Gaines where
there was an Arsenal, or
the Lewiston Trail to Batav-
ia where there was also an
arsenal.

The majority took the
Lewiston Trail. All kinds of
‘vehicles were used in this
motley throng fleeing from
the torch and the tomahawk
of an invading foe.

THE TUSCARORA INDI.
ANS effectually aided the
flight of the citizens of Lew-
iston by firing .at the Indi-
ans who were following
them. Twice they made a
stand against the foe. Their
first stand was just before
the invaders ascended the
road to the Reservation.
They  gathered the whole
nation,
children on the escarpment
above the ascending road.
The men had all the guns,
the women each with a
round stick looking like a

men women and

gun barrel from below and
a horn for every boy and
girl. It was a big bluff but it
held up the invaders for
some time,

When the fugitives from |,
the Niagara Frontier
reached Warren's Corners
they halted momentarily at
the Forsythe Tavern (later
(Warren's Corners) ex-
pecting that Widow For- -
sythe and her two children
would join them. However
she was determined to stay |
behind and take her chanc-
es of the raiders getting
that far. As it happened she
made a wise choice because
in a matter of a few weeks
Militia from Batavia estab-
lished a garrison of some
500 soldiers near Dicker-
sonville, and her tavern was
chosen to prepare rations
for the garrison.

About the same time Ser-
geant Ezra Warren and two
privates were stationed
there. As we have seen the
British and Indians were
stopped at Church Street,
west of Streeter’s Corners.
However on or about July 5,
1814 the Barracks at Hard-
scrabble  (later Dicker-
sonville) were burned by
the enemy.

IT IS INTERESTING to
note that after the War,
Sergeant Warren and Mrs.
Forsythe were married and
the Tavern became War-
ren’s Tavern and as the
area began to attract set-
tlers it became known as
Warren's Corners. ’

Here the fugitives di-
vided. Some  continued
eastward on the Ridge but
the majority followed the
Lewiston Road which at this
point began a southeasterly
course.

They felt reasonably sure
that when they reached the
Batavia Arsenal they
would be out of danger.
However by the time they
reached the Geneseo Coun-
ty line many of them stop- °
ped at the Tavern of James
Walworth who had settled
there in 1803. His tavern
was dubbed the ‘Halfway
House” and for many years
was the only building be.
tween the Tonawanda Indi-
an Reservation and Cold -

Springs.
At this tavern several
families were reunited.

Eventually reaching Batavia
it is very probable they re- -
gistered. If not they did so
at Canandaigua. A short .
time later a committee sta-
tioned at that village distri-
buted money to the head of
each family whose losses on
the Niagara Frontier left
him practically penniless.



- R —— o - s

2

S—

LOCKPORT, N. Y., UNION-SUN AND JOURNAL, Wednesday, April 19, 1967

By CLARENCE 0. LEWIS

Niagara County Historian
The Niagara County His-
+torical Society has embark-
ed on a program of erect-
ing'a plaque at various his-
torical landmarks around
our county. It was suggest-
ed at a recent meeting of .
the Board of Directors that X
In as much as we are a
countywide organization we
should start out with one

marker in each of our 12
towns. B .
In mentioning  the land-

marks, we'have tentatively
selected “in the various
towns, it occurred to ‘me
that a brief ‘account of the
‘historical significance  of
each of these landmarks
might be interesting. ’

In the Town of Royalton,
we “have selected the site
on Griswold * Street where
stood the log cabin in which
the famous Belva Lockwood |
was born in 1830. Her maid-
en name was Belva Bennet. °
Her biography has appeared
several times in this col-
umn. ’ |

Among her many accom- |
plishments in the then |
man’s world of her adult "
years were obtaining num-
erous rights formerly de-
nied to women. She was a
prominent lawyer and was '

one of the leaders of the
Equal Rights Political Par-
ty. Twice she was it's nom-
inee for president of the
United States, once in 1884 .
and again in 1888.

IN THE TOWN OF CAM-
BRIA it has been difficult to
select 'the most historic
landmark because there are -
so many deserving recogni-
tion. We have finally . se-
lected the old Forsythe or
‘Warrens Tavern on the
south-west corner of the
Lockport - Cambria Town
Line Road and the Ridge
Road, (Route 104). \

John' Forsythe opened " a
Tavern there as early as
1810. In that year DeWitt
Clinton, Peter B. Porter and
another crossed the state,
selecting a tentative line
for the Erie Canal which
was. then being agitated.
They stopped “at a number
of different taverns = over-
night. In their report they :
stated that the Forsythe
Tavern provided the best
accommodations of any be-
tween Rochester’and Lewis-"
ton, “F et

In 1812, John Forsythe
died leaving his widow''
and two or: three children. -
During the war, Sgt. Ezra |
‘Warren and two other sold-
.iers were stationed there to

_intercept deserters from the -

Frontier - Forces. In’ 1814, :

. this Tavern distributed ‘ra-

tions to the-baracks of about

500 soldiers at “Hardscrab- '

- ble.” The area a few years

later was called Dickerson-
ville.

¥
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After the war was ,
and Sgt. Warren was  dis-
charged, he married the
widow Forsythe and there- .
after the area was called
Warrens Corners.

The tavern was  “mail

stop” for the stage coaches
and continued to be one of
the cleanest and best kept '
taverns on the Ridge. One
incident that occurred there

in 1825 came to my atten-
tion in 1953. After confirm-
ing it with several descen-
dants of Ezra Warren I
made it the subject of one

- of my stories. Because the

story was so unique it was *
picked up by the Associat- -
ed Press and printed in
many of the newspapers all -
over the country, to my
very great surprise. Many |
times since 1953, when . at- .-
tending various historical ;
meetings, 1 have been ask- *

ed to tell this true story.
EZRA WARREN HAD A M
BAR in his tavern and serv- - ;
ing the best liquors,. it was
well patronized.. 1 i
In 1825, the Great Tem-
perance Movement which
reached its peak about 1840

‘ had started and preachers

" an evangelist preached on .

of all denominations™ were. *
telling -of ‘the evils of liquor
drinking. At the old wood-
en  Methodist "Church at
Warren’s Corners, in 1825,

. this and kindred - subjects. , *

© Mr.: Warren was: converted -

" and, as he afterwards stat- |

. ed “Baptised by the Holy ~

| Spirit.” He refused a church

baptism. - . .

The legend prevails at the
Corners that he dreamed the .
Lord directed him to cease |
selling liquor and begin

.preaching the Gospel - and .’

the evils of intemperance.

At any event, the next :
morning he rolled all the °
, barrels and kegs of liquor

out of the basement into the - :

.Swale south of the tavern. :

-, The bottom of the * swale.

being only a little below the
basement. With his ax " he
broke them open and the

" gully was flooded with -

whiskey, brandy and brand- -
ied cherries. ¢

As was-the custom in |
those days, ' domestic ani-

‘mals were not confined by |

' ren’s Corners were to

fences but ran at large
(even * “in ' the village !
Ezra Warren realized what -
streets here in Lockport). '
Each animal had a mark of N
some kind which was regis-
tered with the town clerk. 3
Allthe _hogs .. around War-__,
be
found near the tavern look-
ing for scraps of food.

| -settled across

Markers Will Be Placed
At Historical Town Sites

When Ezra drained the Ji-
quor barrels many of the.
neighbors’ hogs were there
and proceeded to eat the
cherries and lap up the i-
quor. Soon they began to

L9-b]-tr

wobble, then as they contin-

ued to imbibe they could
barely keep on their feet
and finally fell over in a
stupor. It was then that
‘Ezra Warren reaized what
had happened to the hogs.
He had to send a message
to the various owners to
come and get their  intoxi-
cated hogs. They came with
teams and “mud boats” and
picked up their hogs,

Ezra Warren thereafter
traveled from place to place
preaching the word of God
and the evils of intemper-
ance. He never became an
ordained minister, because
he refused to be baptized, .
but he undoubtedly had a
tremendous influence in aid-
ing “the Temperance Move-

... ment.  He afterwards was

.- called “Father Warren.” He

" died in 1879 in the 90th year |

of his life.

AT BURT in the Town of
Newfane, we are going to
replace a marker that van-
dals shot full of holes and

¢ rust finished. It marked the

approximate spot where in i

1810 Levi Ellis built g “grist -

,mill” which he soon sold to -

‘James Van Horn who had
the

" built.
Mr. Van Horn ' contracted

>, with Fort Niagara to supply

- flour to the Fort and the
Frontier Military Forces. In
late December 1813, after

. the English had captured

" Fort Niagara, the comman-
der under orders of his su-
perior, sent a company of

. "“Red Coats” specifically to

burn the Van Horn Mill and -

thus shut off the supply of =

flour upon which the Fron-

" tier soldiers had depended. -
His - orders - also were to -

<““burn all the structures on

* the Lake Road and up the i

4

road !
shortly after the mill was &

Eighteen Mile Creek
flour mill.
The sergeant in command
of the invaders was induced
* by Mrs.. Joseph Pease, -wife
| of the miller, to roll out a
sufficient number of barrels
| -of flour to supply the area |
settlers for a few weeks. !
L They then set fire to the l
mill and were about to set ‘|
fire to the Pease house. !
Mrs. Pease asked them to |
help carry out the contents
first, suggesting that they -
. bring up two barrels of °
. brandy from" the cellar. i
They did this and at the in— ;
" vitation of Mrs, Pease they 1
+ partook so freely of . the
brandy that a' more friendly
. feeling was engendered and |
they neglected to burn the
Pease house and even re- |
leased her son whom they
- Were going to. take back to- -
the fort as prisoner. 4
James Van Horn rebuilt °
the mill after the War and i
added a saw mill and a few
- years later a woolen mill, A
crude dam in the Creek
gave a “head” of water for -
power.to operate the mills. !
The brick house - still ]
standing there, was built by
Mr. Van Horn about 1823.
It was the first brick house
in the Town of Newfane.
The first town meeting of
Newfane was held there in.
1824. The ‘area was called
“Van Horn’s Mills.” ]

In 1876 when the RWO-

¢ Railroad passed through the

village, the name was chan-

ged to Newfane Station and
i+*in 1903 to Burt, in honor of
« "Burt Van Horn. We believe -
" a " historical marker briefly -
outlining the = British de- v
struction there is warrant-
 ed. A

to the

]
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Historian Sees Interest

In Landmarks Increasing

BY CLARENCE 0. LEWIS
Niagara County Historian
The  controversy  over

progress vs, landmarks be-
comes more intensive and
more vital each year. Here
in Niagara County we are
beginning to realize that
there are few if any counties
in the United States that
have a more interesting and
important history.

In the past we have wit-
pessed the gradual destruc-
tion of many landmarks that
vividly recalled important
events in our history. This
is particularly regrettable
for our students of history.
However there seems to be
an increasing interest in Ni-
agara County history and in
the preservation of the re-
maining landmarks that are
significant events in that
history.

There are still some con-
crete evidences of early In-
dian occupation prior to the
white man’s appearance.

The two Indian sites most
prolific in artifacts are “Ki-
enuka” on the escarpment
in the Tuscarora Reserva-
tion, in Lewiston and the
Cambria site on the escarp-
ment at the north end of the
Blackman Road. Other pro-
ductive sites are along the
river in Lewiston. By means
of artifacts found in these
sites our archeologists have

traced  Indian occupation
back approximately 4,000
years,

IN THE PROJECTED
HISTORICAL PARK in
Lewiston some 1,800 years

ago an Indian nation com-
monly called the *“Mound
Builders erected a large
mound in which our arche-
ologists have been digging
for the past two summers, [
believe their findings will
appear in print some time
this year, It is quite possi-
ble that this Indian mound
may be restored to its for-
mer shape and size.

In 1626 the first document-
ed arrival of a French Priest
on our Frontier in or near
the present village of Lewis-
ton marked the beginning of
French Occupation. There
is Fort Niagara built by the
French in 1726. There is the
old Stone Chimney now in
Porter Park, Niagara Falls,
built also by the French for
a two floor fireplace in Fort
Du Portage on the upper
Niagara River.

In the near future The Ni-
agara Frontier State Park
Commission, will, we expect,
be marking and in some ca-
ses perhaps restoring such
French installations in the
Village of Lewiston as La-
Salle’s log cabin_ Joncaire's
Trading Post, the French
Fort, also the gully into
which La Motte and Father
Hennepin pulled their 10-ton
sailing vesse] after unload-
ing the workmen and many
of the parts for LaSalle’s 40-
ton sailing vessel to be built
on the upper Niagara Riv
er.

The English occupation of
the Niagara Frontier began
in 1759 when they captured

Fort Niagara and gained

control of the whole Niaga-
ra Front'er. Strangely
enough the Old Stone Chim-
ney built by the French as
described above represents
the only structure reminis-
cent of the English Occupa-
tion as well as the French
on the ‘upper Niagara.

The French burned their
Fort Du Portage rather than
let it fall into the hands of
the English. The *“Stone
Chimney" survived the fire
and when Fort Schlosser
wag built by the English on
the same site one of the
buildings designated the
Stedman House was bullt
against the Stone Chimney
so that it served two fire-

places before which the Eng-.

lish soldiers and John Sted-
man, the Portage Wagon
Train Master, sat on winter
evenings enjoying their pipes
and hot toddy,

THAT OLD CHIMNEY be-
ing in the “path of prog-
ress” was eventually moved
to Porter Park and by
means of previously number-
ed stones was re - erected
in its original form,

During the 37 years of oc-
cupation, the English built
the block houses at Fort Ni-
agara and repaired the dam-
age their siege guns had
caused. They improved the
French Portage from Lewis-
ton to The Upper River so
that wagon trains could
transport
and furs down the Portage.

After the Seneca Indians
ambushed a wagon train at
the Devil's Hole in 1763 and
massacred all but two of the
party and all but eight of a
relief column from an Eng-
lish Fort at Lewiston, they
built 11 blockhouses along
the portage. Today we know
the exact site of only two of
these blockhouse sites.

In 1796 the English final-
ly evacuated Fort Niagara,
13 years after the Revolu-
tionary War decided our
ownership of the Niagara
Frontier: An American gar-
rison took over the Fort,

Significant of American

occupation are a number of

additions including the clev-
erly constructed stone wall
on the river side of the fort
built in 1839 and the brick
casement built in 1861, The
many barracks, mess halls
and officers houses built
outside of the Old Fort have
recently been razed.

UP TO 1800 there had
had been no colonization in
the future Niagara County.
In 1802 the first two boma-
fide American settlers built
their log homes: Lemuel
Cook located on the same
site in Lewiston where dur-
ing the French Occupation
had been Joncaires Trading
Post called “The Magizin
Royale.”

At the eastern end of Ni-
agara County (actually part
of Genesee County at that
time), Joshua Slayton built
his log cabin near the junc-
tion of the present Slayton
Settlement and Orangeport
Roads. From 1802 until the
War of 1812 many settlers
came |0 our area.

(Continued On Page 23)

trade goods up,

Historian

(Continued From l"age 21)

Of the structures built in
the western part or what
now are the Towns of Por-
ter, Lewiston, Niagara and

Wheatfield all but two or
three taverns along the
Ridge Road in Lewiston

were burned by the English
and Indians in the War of
1812. Altogether it was esti-
mated that about 334 build-
ings were burned and after
the war the owners claimed
damages from the Federal
Government.

Taverns built before the
War and still standing with
very few structural chang-
es are Howell Tavern in
Cambria and Ezra Warren's
Tavern at Warrens Corners,
both of which were describ-
ed a few weeks ago with the
suggest'on  that historical
markers should be placed
in front of them.

There are two other struc-
tures formerly taverns on
the Ridge Road in Lewiston
that some historians believe
were built before the War of
1812 but proof is lacking.

AT McNALLS CORNERS
on Chestnut Ridge is a brick
house with a cobblestone
coach house built in 1818 by
John McNall and operated
as a tavern by him for quite
a number of years. Just
east of the corners on the
north side of Chestnut Ridge,
is a brick house built in
18312 and very little chang-
ed over the years. On the
Slayton Settlement Road, a
short distance east of the
Orangeport Road, there is a
stone house said to have
been built by Stephen Bug-
bee in 1815. Later a brick
house was built in front and
attached to the old stone
house.

In the Towns of Wilson,
Royaltan and Hartland there
are many beautiful cobble-
stone houses built largely

_between 1828 and 1848, This

type of masonry is more or
less a lost art: Attempts to
repair damaged parts of
cobblestone houses by dupli-
cating the original cobble-
stone surface has never so
far as my observation goes
been completely successful.

AT CHILDS IN ORLEANS
CO. there is an organization
called “The Cobblestone So-
ciety” dedicated to the pres-
ervation. of our Western N.
Y. cobblestone houses and
to the historical significance
of each.

So far as this office
knows, there is now just one
cobblestone house in the
Town of Lockport. It is a
very fine example of that
type of structure. It is lo-
cated on the Slayton Settle-
ment Road, a short distance
east of the Lockport - Qlcott
Road. Tt was built by James
Goodrich in the early 1840's.

Fortunately most of the
old houses mentioned above
are occupied by people who
take pride in preserving
their houses in their original
form, However a histor'cal
plaque should mark those
having the most important
historical significance.

t'l
by,
)
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‘request from a  govern-

"l the-old fandmarks in Ni-
*anraCuunty which we: be-
..ﬁev_pd,gh@ld be preserved,

§ with "which to  comply. In
- Jast'week’s ‘article 'we men-
' tioned a few -in both Niag-

4 :Falls+iand - Lockport.

/are’ g corsiderable: number

F.of landmarks some of which

i1storic

: Tafes ek j
¥ it o "‘r'.' T.,,‘-,S
Are- Still’
ENCE 0, LEWIS
Not:long:ago ‘We-received -

{imental: ageacy for a list of .

A" It . was a“difficult request - .

‘Scattered ‘around the county _

" are particularly significant
' in the history of our county,
First, we have at War-
rea’s Corners on the south.
west corner of the Town

¢ Line Road and Route 104,
the old Ezra Warren Tay-:
ern., gl

- his wife, after a slow and

strenuous trip from near Le- -

Roy, arrived at what is

was then part of the prime-

val forest with only a nar-
row stump - littered road:
where now is a beautiful’ -

paved highway, “rom War-

ren’s Corners to Wright's

Corners . this trail was im-
" passable during - the’ spring
. and fall,

" Soon after John Forsyth’s‘
. arrival other settlers began -
- to appear because the chol« '

ell P

In 1805 John Forsythe and -

inow Warren's Corners but '

-cest iand owned by the Hol
land Land Co. lay along the

Ridge Road, between War-
¢ ren's Corners

i ara:River.
It was _the policy .of the

~Holland Land Co. to locate . -
" privately - owned ‘taverns ‘-

- about every- 10 miles on
. their roads. In most cases
they gave.-either ‘financial

i assistance or :donated -the!

* ‘land, occasionally both. -
"JOHN 'FORSYTH opened

aod the Nieg.

" a tavern which by 1810 was, .

- -according to the Diary of De- : -

" Witt Clinton, the finest on
the Ridge Road.- Presumab-
i 1y this first ‘tavern was of

logs. John Forsyth died in
1812 and his widow and two

1813 the commander of Fort
Niagara - stationed three of

‘area * became known
Warren's Corners, and the

.Corners Tavern,
The frame tavern is sald

- One of. these soldiers was-
Ezra Warren, He and the

" widow Forsyth fell* in love .
and after’ the war ended

. and he was discharged, they -

“-Were married Gradually the .

as

~or three children survived, -
Late in 1812 or early in -

bk

and ig still standing Ptoday'
as a well

dence. We know that army

rations for a 500-man bar-
racks at Dickersonville were

’

reserved

{
i

preserved * regj. '

. distributed from the War- .-

ren ' Tavern, Beginning at

1816 it was a regular stage

coach mail stop. Many fa-
.mous people no doubt stop-
. ped there over the years, -

. Advocate and his visjon and

hogs,
;- this column severa] times.

', In the 150 or more years of -

existence, the tavern has ac-
quired more than enough
historical
..+ Warrant its preservation and
an historical marker,” The '
Pbresent owners are proud of
the oid tavern,

A SHORT DISTANCE be- .
yond Streeter’s Corners, on :
“:the south-gide of the Ridge |
,Road and on the west side |

of Howell's ' Creek, there |
Was a famous old tavern, now -
* a residence, In 1808 William *
- Howell erected a log house
"-which was soon converted
Jinto a tavern and a ‘short :
time later, as Ridge Road
. travel ‘increased and his tav-

ern  became popular, he .

built a frame tavern with

the bar in an extension to
~the east, .+ '»' i
Directly back of William ¢

Howell's log tavern was a
. branch of the Twelve Mile

Creek. It was later named '
.- Howell’s Creek, In pioneer,;

.~ days it carried quite a body: ;

his soldiers at- the Forsyth
Tavermn to .intercept desert-__v
. ers from the frontier forces.

..of water with strong enough,*
. current to operate a -water 2
“wheel. Mr. Howell - built a '

- saw mill on the Creek and -

-

.,tavern became the Warren's

 companions Were at the bar

'~ to Lockport stopped there.
. “to have been buil; in 1810

sawed the lumber for his

frame tavern about 1810. Re-
mains of the walls are still
visible in the Creek,

. In 1810 DeWitt Clinton in

“ his diary speaks of stopping '
overnight at Howell's Tav. !
ern. On June 6, 1825, Gen- §
eral- LaFayette on his way :

Lot d Sl

Al

The , general abstained :
from " liquor ' so ~while his

i he sat :down at the table '

' with/12 - year - old Harriet

‘Howell who at his request
had made a pitcher of lem- 3
;" onade, -.The .general took |

; quite- a’ fancy ‘to. Harriet,

LS i

7

trangely;" enough. “the * ta=_}
?"glegﬁgtﬁu’ind: -the " pitcher
" which contained the lemon= "
" ade are today prized posses.
sions of two Lockport famil-
jeg. oY Al
On Dec. 19, 1813, when the
" English and Indians - cross-

- burned the Niagara. Fron-

i tier most of the panic strick-

{en refugees fled' eastward

. along the ridge and past this A

" tavern. Just west of the

‘ tavern there was a small

- brick structure containing a
dozen - muskets

In 1825 Ezra Warren was
-converted to a Temperance .

subsequent pouring out of |
his liquor and its being lap- -
ped up by the ' neighbor’s
has been related in '

significance to

“ed the River and looted and -}

" nition,’

and ammuy- ]

When the Tuscarora Indi-

b ans whose vilage had alsg
« been burned reached that
{. magazine they together with
. a number of the white men
. Tesolved to make a stand
' there against the pursuing
English and Indians and
thus gain time for the wom- ;

i en and children and the old

“ folks to get a safe distance

! ahead, They mede such a

strong resistance to the in- f

vaders that they turned back
. toward Lewiston and thus -
! the Howell Tavern escaped

the looting and the fire- -
brand,

That old tavern, now a
- well preserved residence, is
. still standing and should
" have an historical marker
back far enough from the °
road so that autoists could
- turn out of the traffic lane *
-~ and stop to read it, A sim-
ilar plan for a marker at i
" ‘the Warren’s Corners old
i tavern should be followed.
¢ Fortunately both of these old
! landmarks are occupied by |
families that take great
» pride in their history and in
preserving them intact., I
- feel sure they would wel-
. come an historical marker.
i In the village of Lewiston
i on the southwest corner of
. Center- and Fifth Streets
: there stands the old Kelsey
Tavern erected in 1820 and
* operated by Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Kelsey. The for-
' .mer died but the widow con-
i tinued to operate it as a

first. class tavern. On the -
afternoon of June -

late
i3, 1825, General Lalayette,
- his son George Washington
Lafayette and his secretary
. and valet, stopped there for
- the night. An upstairs bed-
~-room had been prepared .
- with great care by rs. Kel-
sey *for the famous guest. °
.. During the evening most of -
. the villagers gathered there '
.%o greet the general. .
L~ Alter the general was well
< on his vay, it was, discover- -
. ed that he had left behind
¢ his' “small medicine chest, ;
i That. chest together with a
i+ letter ‘written and signed by
; General Lafayette are priz-
i #d possessions of the Niag- -
-ara County Historical Socls*4
ety's Museum, o oo o d

<9/



